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and you’re out’’ in your own legislative pro-
grams. I believe Washington State even had
a referendum on the issue. I would just like
to urge that we be both tough and smart on
this issue. We know that a small number of
people commit a significant number of the
truly violent crimes and are highly likely to
be repeat offenders. If, therefore, this law
is drawn properly, it will affect a small per-
centage of the prison population at the Fed-
eral level and a somewhat larger percentage
at the State level. But you actually will be
keeping people in prison who will be over-
whelmingly likely to commit a serious violent
crime if they get out.

I think it is important not to make these
provisions too overbroad to undermine the
flexibility that people at the State and at the
local level need to run their criminal justice
systems and, at the same time, to keep people
off the street who are involved in crimes like
the terrible tragedy involving Polly Klaas.

So I want to invite you not only to do what-
ever you were doing at the State level but
to be involved with us here as we work
through this crime bill to make sure that it
is well-drawn, well-drafted, and achieves the
objectives it is designed to achieve.

The third thing I’d like to say is there are
a number of other things in the crime bill
which I think are worthy of your attention.
There’s the provision which bans possession
of handguns by minors except in limited cir-
cumstances, which many of you have already
done at the State level. There is the ban on
several assault weapons. There are funds for
alternative incarceration, like boot camps,
and for drug treatment. And of course, there
are significant funds, which I heard you all
discussing yesterday in the committee
chaired by Governor Wilson, about jails and
Federal funds for jails. I heard the discussion
on television yesterday. I think you need to
have a committee that works with us on it
to make sure that it makes sense to you.
Many times I think things come up in the
context of crime here in Washington which
sound good here but which may or may not
make sense out there on the front lines of
the fight against crime. So I want to invite
you all to be a part of that.

Just one other thing I’d like to say. In addi-
tion to the focus on the crime bill this morn-

ing, I’m obviously open to any questions or
comments you want to have about the other
areas of our partnership, on welfare reform,
health care reform, what we’re going to do
on the budget, which will be a very tough
budget, difficult for us, difficult for you. And
Mr. Panetta is here. We have tried to be good
partners. We’ve granted 5 comprehensive
health care waivers, 90 smaller waivers in the
health care area, 7 welfare reform waivers
already. We have tried to make good on our
commitment to push through a new partner-
ship with the States. And I think that you
will find that we’ll continue to do that and
we’re eager to do it.

But the first major thing that will happen
in this legislative session is, in closing, the
crime bill. After we pass the education bills—
I think that Secretary Riley is in pretty good
shape with Goals 2000 and the school-to-
work transition. But then the next thing that
will come up is the crime bill. Then we’ll
go to the other measures I mentioned. And
I really look forward to working with you on
them.

I ask you for your help. I asked the mayors,
and I will ask you to put together a bipartisan
committee to come up here to work with us,
to be willing to lobby with us, and to help
us pass a bill that is tough and smart.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Carroll A. Campbell, Jr., of
South Carolina; Gov. Howard Dean of Vermont;
and Gov. Pete Wilson of California.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Chancellor Helmut
Kohl of Germany
January 31, 1994

Interest Rates
Q. Mr. President, do you agree with Chair-

man Greenspan’s comments this morning
that interest rates need to be raised to get
ahead of inflation?

The President. Well, I agree that there’s
no evidence that inflation is coming back into
the economy. There is still a kind of a gap
between short- and long-term rates, so it may
be that—if they make that decision on short-
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term rates, what I hope is that it won’t raise
long-term rates, because there’s no need to
do it. And I hope that the stock market won’t
take an adverse view because we’ve still got
good, strong growth in this economy.

But we want to manage it with real dis-
cipline, that is we don’t want to have one
of these roller coaster things. We want the
economy to grow in a very stable, solid way.
And obviously, low interest rates are critical
to that. I consider that part of the kind of
compact we’ve all made where we’ll continue
to reduce the deficit, and we’ve got to keep
inflation down and interest rates down so that
people can afford to borrow money and in-
vest.

Sinn Fein Leader Gerry Adams
Q. How does letting Gerry Adams into the

U.S. advance the cause of peace?
The President. Well, we hope it will ad-

vance the cause of peace. You know, that’s
a very thorny problem. But his comments
over the last several days on the questions
of violence and the joint declaration, I
thought, justified not a general visa but a very
narrow visa for the purpose of coming to this
conference in the hope that it will advance
the peace process. Ultimately, of course,
that’s an issue that’s going to have to be
worked out by the parties themselves, as all
these matters do. But I thought it was the
appropriate thing to do for those reasons, be-
cause of what he said and because he’s in
a position, I think, to push this process for-
ward.

White House Press Corps
Q. Have you been sneaking out on us?
The President. No. I was amazed when

I read that. We tried to remember if that
happened. I don’t think so. George and I
couldn’t think of a time.

Q. You’re always willing to take us with
you?

The President. You know, once I went
running when the press had gone home, but
I think they found me before it was over.
And then when I was home for my mother’s
funeral, I went out in the town there and
went to my old high school, but the press
found me. I don’t think we have. We were
trying to think of—we can’t—we’ve not been

successful in thinking of five or six instances
in which that has occurred. I saw the story.
All I know is what I read this morning, but
I’m not aware of it.

Q. Do you feel cloistered in here, Mr.
President?

The President. Oh yes, I do. I mean, I
wish it weren’t so. And as far as I know, no
other—maybe President Bush had these
same sort of understandings where the press
went everywhere but—I take a pool when
I go to a Christmas party. Hillary and I went
to Christmas parties; we took the pool with
us.

Q. And we enjoyed it.
The President. You do enjoy it? Did

somebody say that? [Laughter] I don’t be-
lieve that. A lot of times you’d like to dump
me.

[At this point one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Discussions With Chancellor Kohl

Q. Mr. President, are you going to discuss
the Bosnia situation with the Chancellor?

The President. I’m sure we will.
Q. What will you——
The President. I want to talk to him about

it.
Q. Are you looking forward to the res-

taurant, Filomena’s, Mr. President?
The President. Oh, yes. You know, he told

me about it, and so I went there. I took my
family and some friends, and we had a won-
derful dinner there. And I would not have
even known about it if Chancellor Kohl
hadn’t mentioned it. So I told the people
when I was there that the next time he came,
perhaps we would both come together.

Chancellor Kohl. And we’ll do that today.
Q. Will there be—[inaudible]—for Russia

today?
The President. We might discuss Russia.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:10 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. During the ex-
change, the President referred to Senior Policy
Adviser George Stephanopoulos. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq

January 31, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

The U.N. Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) have effectively put
the Iraqi nuclear weapons program out of
business in the near term. The United Na-
tions has destroyed Iraqi missile launchers,
support facilities, and a good deal of Iraq’s
indigenous capability to manufacture prohib-
ited missiles. It has reduced Iraq’s ability to
produce chemical weapons; UNSCOM
teams continue to inventory and destroy
chemical munitions. The United Nations has
inspected, and will monitor, several facilities
identified by Iraq as capable of supporting
a biological weapons program.

Iraq’s formal acceptance of UNSCR 715
(long-term monitoring) in November was an
important step, although long overdue. It is
necessary to ensure that Iraq does not break
its promise on long-term monitoring as it has
many times in the past on other commit-
ments. Continued vigilance is necessary be-
cause we believe that Saddam Hussein is
committed to rebuilding his weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) capability, especially nu-
clear weapons. We also remain seriously con-
cerned about the many contradictions and
unanswered questions remaining in regard to
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction capabil-
ity. It is therefore extremely important that
the international community continue its ef-
forts to establish the long-term monitoring
regime required by U.N. Security Council
Resolution 715. Although Iraq has said that
it is ready to comply with that Resolution,
it still must take significant steps, including
the provision of new data about the suppliers
of its WMD program and acceptance on the
ground of a functioning monitoring program
for a sustained period. Iraq has provided

some further data on suppliers which is still
being evaluated by UNSCOM.

Rolf Ekeus, the Chairman of UNSCOM,
has told Iraq that it must establish a clear
track record of compliance before he can re-
port favorably to the Security Council. We
strongly endorse this approach and reject any
establishment of a timetable for determining
whether Iraq has complied with Resolution
715. There must be a sustained period of un-
questionable, complete compliance with the
monitoring plans.

The ‘‘no-fly zones’’ over northern and
southern Iraq permit the monitoring of Iraq’s
compliance with Security Council Resolu-
tions 687 and 688. Over the last 2 years, the
northern no-fly zone has deterred Iraq from
a major military offensive in the region. Since
the no-fly zone was established in southern
Iraq, Iraq’s use of aircraft against its popu-
lation in the region has stopped. However,
Iraqi forces have responded to the no-fly
zone by stepping up their use of land-based
artillery to shell marsh villages.

The U.N. Special Rapporteur on Iraq, Max
van der Stoel, published a report in Novem-
ber describing the Iraqi military’s ongoing re-
pression against civilian populations in the
marshes. The Rapporteur has judged that
Iraq is in violation of UNSCR 688, which
demands that Iraq cease repression of its ci-
vilian population and allow immediate access
by international humanitarian organizations
to all those in need of assistance in all parts
of Iraq. On January 4, the United States—
along with the Governments of France, Rus-
sia, and the United Kingdom—presented a
demarche to the Iraqi government strongly
condemning its repression of the Iraqi peo-
ple.

The United States is working closely with
the United Nations and other organizations
to provide humanitarian relief to the people
of northern Iraq, in the face of Iraqi govern-
ment efforts to disrupt this assistance. We
have provided temporary generators and
spare parts to preserve supplies of electricity
in the region since the Iraqi government cut
off power on August 5, 1993. We continue
to support U.N. efforts to mount a relief pro-
gram for persons in Baghdad and the South,
provided that supplies are not diverted by
the Iraqi government. We are continuing to
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